
DAY 4: THURSDAY WEBSITE 101   HOW DOES IT ALL FIT TOGETHER? 

 

We’re already beyond halfway through this challenge – can you believe it? 

DAY 4 – WEBSITE 101  

What is a domain name? What is hosting? Is hosting the same as a platform? How do these fit together? 

I know it can be overwhelming with all of this geek jargon! So today I want to show you the 3 essential 
tech puzzle pieces that make up a website and how they work together. 

A website is made up of 3 main tech components - Domain Name, Web Hosting, and your website 
Platform. 

1. Domain Name is you your universal .com address (yourbusiness.com). You get your domain 
from a domain registrar and you can register & renew annually or you can register for several 
years up front. Domain names are very affordable (about $10 USD per year) as long as they are 
available (not taken already). 

2. Hosting is the space on a server - which you rent. A server is a supercomputer that is on the 
internet 24/7. This is where all your files that make up your website are stored. Hosting is often 
billed monthly or annually. Different hosting companies offer different services and levels of 
support.  

3. Platform is the software system used to build your site. In the web design and development 
world it’s called a CMS – “content management system.” This is how you actually build your site, 
where you create your pages, your design, add your content, create your navigation menu, etc. 

The difference between these components (esp. hosting vs platform) can be confusing because 
sometimes 2 or 3 of them can be purchased together or totally combined/locked together. (See today’s 
handout for more info) 

ACTION: 

Choose your Domain Name 
If you haven’t chosen a domain name yet for your business, brainstorm what you want your URL to be. 
Remember that .com is the most common and memorable TLD (top level domain). Hopefully you can 
find an available .com, but if not, you may explore a more unique TLD (such as .co .biz .blog …) but 
remember, you will have to really emphasize your url and still people may mistakenly type/guess “.com” 
because it is just so common and ingrained into our brains! You can check domain availability at any 
domain registrar, such as godaddy.com 

Once you have chosen a domain you can either register it right away or you can hold off until you begin 
to build your site. Some services or hosting companies offer a free year domain registration so you 
might want to wait and take advantage of an offer.  

Grab today’s handout to see a diagram of these 3 components (Domain Name, Hosting, Platform) and 
see several providers which offer one, some, or all of these pieces. 


